Reconciliation Round
11th – 13th February 2022

Australian Cricket - Reconciliation Round
Across Australia clubs and associations are encouraged to use their matches at the beginning of February
as an opportunity to demonstrate cricket’s commitment to Reconciliation.
Our vision for reconciliation is Cricket Connecting Country, uniting and inspiring Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous Australians to find common ground and thrive through cricket.
Cricket is a shared passion of many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous
Australians. Having a national and global profile, Cricket Australia understands the sphere of influence we
have in contributing to the nation’s reconciliation journey. As a truly national sport, Cricket Australia plays
a vital role in respectfully engaging with communities and stakeholders of many diverse cultural
backgrounds right across Australia. Cricket also attracts thousands of International visitors annually to
Australia to attend our major events. As a result, we have a responsibility to ensure those visiting
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Countries are appropriately welcomed and informed about the
planet’s oldest living cultures (Cricket Australia, 2021).
WA Cricket can offer support for additional opportunities to demonstrate Reconciliation.

Acknowledgement of Country
An Acknowledgement of Country is an opportunity for anyone to show respect
for Traditional Owners and the continuing connection of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples to Country.
I’d like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the land on which
we meet today, the <<insert people>> of the <<insert nation>> and pay my
respects to Elders past and present.

Welcome to Country
A Welcome should be performed by Elders from the local tribe. Inviting a local
representative who has traditional local links is an acknowledgement of respect
for Traditional Owners. Welcome to Country has been part of Aboriginal culture
in Western Australia for thousands of years. Welcome to Country is given by an
Elder, Traditional Custodian, or recognised spokesperson of the local Aboriginal
community. It is given to open proceedings at an event by welcoming you, your
organisation and visitors to Country.
How to Connect – Contact local LGA’s,
Aboriginal Corporations or WA Cricket.
When – 6 – 8 weeks prior to event to
allow time to liaise and to be respectful.

Barefoot Circle
The one consistent act Cricket Australia and WA Cricket will encourage all clubs to do, is the prematch barefoot circle and commitment to reconciliation statement.
The barefoot circle is a way for players and officials to take a moment prior to matches to
acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, connect to each other as opponents and pay
respect to the country (land).
This is done barefoot, to connect to country, but also a moment to reflect that we are all on common
ground, we are all human beings, and we need to stand strong with each other, for each other. The
circle is a sign of support and commitment to walk together toward Reconciliation.

Clubs will be encouraged to share the image on social media.
A prominent member of the Aboriginal community can be invited to speak on behalf of the local
Traditional Owners. Umpires, players or other officials could also read out the Reconciliation
Statement (page 3).

Barefoot Circle Statement
Example 1
Today we’re taking off our shoes and standing in a circle so we’re all together on this land thinking about the people who played cricket
before us. We’re especially thinking about the Aboriginal people who made up Australia’s first ever international cricket team. We’re
doing this as our commitment to reconciliation. We, <<Club names>>, acknowledge the <<insert people>> of the <<insert nation>> as
the Traditional Owners of this country and its waters and that we stand here today. We pay our respects to Elders both past and
present.
Example 2
Today we are standing barefoot to connect to Country and acknowledge the <<insert people>> of the <<insert nation>> as the
Traditional Owners of this country and its waters and that we stand here today, we pay our respects to their Elders past and present. As
representatives of our club, we stand here today against racism in our game.
Example 3
Both teams and umpires have removed their shoes and are forming a Barefoot Circle, a sign of Australian Cricket’s commitment
to reconciliation. We stand here today as brothers and sisters to acknowledge and pay our respects to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples and honour the legacy of the first Australian Cricket Team of 1868, and the feats of the New Norcia ‘Invincibles’ who
made their mark on WA cricket in the 1880’s. As representatives of the <<Club names>> we are proud to be standing on Aboriginal
land today, making a commitment to reconciliation. As a united cricket family we will now walk together toward a connected country.
We, <<Club names>>, acknowledge the <<insert people>> of the <<insert nation>> as the Traditional Owners of this country and its
waters and that we stand here today. We pay our respects to Elders both past and present.

Barefoot Circle

Examples

Opportunities
The aim of Reconciliation Round is to strengthen relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples and non-Indigenous peoples, for the benefit of Western Australian Cricket.

Activities WA Cricket may help support include:
•

Pre-match Acknowledgement of Country or Welcome to Country.

•

The commission of stumps painted by a local artist, pictured is an example with the WA Aboriginal
Team and their stumps. These can be used during the game or on the boundary where players
enter and exit the field.

•

Social Media Templates.

•

Club to commission uniforms designed by a local Aboriginal artist.

Who can help?
WA Cricket currently works with the several different people and organisations for WA
Cricket events, performances and designs.
We may be able to help you with ideas or support your initiatives. We can also provide
assistance to connect with key people in your local area.
Please note – artworks, performances, ceremonies etc. are considered intellectual property
and therefore their usage normally incurs a fee that may vary depending on what is
involved.
To get involved or for more information, please contact the WA Cricket.
Adam Cockie
Aboriginal Project Officer
Adam.Cockie@wacricket.com.au

